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of their characteristic qualities, and which we
therefore call colours, or sounds, or movements,
are accompanied by varying degrees of pleasurable
or painful feeling; and it is possible to hold that
the moral sense is a name for such feelings following
in the train of those complexes of presentations
to which we give the name of actions, or of those
other recurring complexes we call affections. This,
practically, was the position with which Hutcheson
started in the ' Inquiry.' Benevolence pleased us
and selfishness pained us; just as the taste of
sugar was pleasant, and that of wormwood dis-
agreeable. Perhaps Hubcheson departed from this
theory, because he saw that if conduct was made a
matter of taste, there would be no sufficient reason
for condemning selfishness any more than an un-
usual taste. He therefore relinquished, or seems to
have relinquished, the view of the moral sense as a
feeling of pleasure or pain ; and under the influence,
no doubt, of Butler, spoke of it as a judgment of
approbation or disapprobation. But he fell back on
his original theory by making this judgment depend
on " a taste or relish," which only lends itself to
interpretation as a peculiar feeling of pleasure.

The reflex nature of the moral sense is brought 03) The ob-
out more distinctly in the 'System* than in the
'Inquiry/   In his  earlier work, Hutcheson had
spoken of it as directly related to actions.   But
it was more consistent with his maturer thought